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Dear Senator:

On behalf of the National Wildlife Federation (NWF) and our over four million members and
supporters, [ urge you to support efforts to repeal tax breaks for oil and gas companies. At a time
when many in Congress seek to reduce conservation and environmental protection programs as a
means to tackle the country’s budget deficit, ending wasteful subsidies for an industry enjoying
record-breaking profits is a far better option.

During debate over the latest spending agreement, conservation and environment programs took
a disproportionate cut in funding while subsidies to the fossil fuel industry remained off limits.
Cuts and attempted cuts were aimed at essential programs such as state and wildlife grants, U. S.
Forest Service forest protection programs, the Environmental Protection Agency’s clean air and
clean water enforcement efforts, and the Department of Energy’s clean energy programs.
Hunters, anglers, and outdoor enthusiasts from across the country prioritize the full funding of
these essential conservation programs that contribute to keeping our air, water, and wildlife
healthy over increasing the profit margins of a few companies.

Preserving our natural resources means jobs and economic growth in numerous communities
across the country. Outdoor recreation contributes $730 billion a year to the U. S. economy, and
supports nearly 6.5 million jobs. And promoting clean energy technology is a lynchpin to our
country’s future competitiveness. The U.S. is already falling behind Asian countries in the global
clean energy race - a $2.3 trillion market opportunity over the next 10 years. Now is the time to
be investing in the clean energy technology revolution that can, and will, provide millions of
jobs.

NWEF strongly urges Congress to repeal oil and gas subsidies and use this opportunity to recast
the country’s energy and conservation priorities by ensuring that discussions around the
country’s fiscal future focus on removal of wasteful and environmentally destructive subsidies
and programs.

Sincerely,

Larry Schweiger
President & CEO

NWF — Inspiring Americans to Protect Wildlife for our Children's Future



