March 7, 2011
Dear President Obama:

As environmentalists, conservationists, and clean energy advocates, we urge you to
support the swift development of offshore wind along the Atlantic Seaboard while still
ensuring strong environmental safeguards. We applaud the Administration’s efforts to
date to foster offshore wind development, as federal leadership is critical for advancing
this homegrown clean energy source. For the sake of our environment and the hope of
building a truly clean energy economy in America, we must see numerous wind farms
spinning off our shores within the next few years — and we need your help to make that
vision a reality.

Fossil fuel consumption represents the biggest threat to our environment, public health,
and way of life. As such, we must move quickly away from fossil fuels and toward
clean, efficient renewable energy. Such a transition will help protect our environment
while creating good-paying jobs and moving our states and our nation toward energy
independence. Vast, untapped offshore wind potential along the Atlantic coast can play
an increasingly important role in getting our region and our nation off of fossil fuels. For
nearly every Atlantic coastal state, offshore wind represents one of our best strategies to
generate significant amounts of energy without creating more pollution. A bold
commitment to clean energy such as offshore wind can significantly reduce air pollution,
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and reduce the risk of oil and gas spills as well as other
fossil fuel-related disasters.

We are calling on you and our state leaders to join forces for the orderly,
environmentally-sound ramp up of offshore wind, while protecting the health of our
ocean ecosystems.

Specifically, we ask that:

e A Dbold goal is set for offshore wind development in the Atlantic, in order to
provide clear leadership and vision regarding the important role of offshore wind
in America’s energy future and to demonstrate that this is a high priority for the
Administration.

e Federal agencies and state officials should coordinate to identify, with public
input, high priority areas for offshore wind, and establish a clear and rational
process to speed environmentally-responsible development of offshore wind
farms off the Atlantic Coast. The “Smart from the Start” initiative by the
Department of the Interior is a promising first step in this direction.

e When developing offshore wind farms or any other energy generating facility,
federal agencies should create standards to protect the Atlantic Ocean’s marine
and coastal ecosystems by avoiding siting in important ecological areas and areas
critical to sensitive species and minimizing and mitigating impacts to habitats and
life stages needed to sustain healthy fish and wildlife populations.

e Offshore wind projects should be sited, constructed and operated in a way that
seeks to avoid, minimize, and mitigate conflict with other uses, whether fishing,



recreation, or other renewable energy generation. Your recent Executive Order
that establishes the National Ocean Policy, including the Framework for Effective
Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning, offers a guide for promoting conservation,
science-based decision making and coordination between federal agencies, states
and all ocean users. Wind energy development should be coordinated with state
and regional coastal and marine spatial planning efforts and be done in a manner
that is consistent with the goals of your historic National Ocean Policy.

All energy sources, including offshore wind, must be held to high environmental
standards, and the permitting of offshore wind facilities should take into account
the benefits to the environment from the proposed project.

Federal financial investments to spur offshore wind development should continue

to grow until this new technology is mature and well-established.

We stand ready to work with you and your administration to advance offshore wind to
help put America on a path to a truly clean energy future. Thank you for your

consideration.
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